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District Governor's Note

Happy New Year!
Dear Rotary District 7280 Family,

Happy New Year! As we turn the page to 2025, we’re reminded that a new year brings fresh
opportunities to serve, connect, and grow as a Rotary family. January is Rotary’s Vocational Service
Month—a time to reflect on how our professional skills and ethical practices can contribute to building
stronger communities and advancing Rotary’s mission.

Vocational Service is truly at the heart of Rotary’s identity, as Rotary is a membership organization and
each member brings unique talents and expertise. It’s about using our talents and expertise to make a
difference, whether mentoring a young professional, sharing knowledge at a Rotary meeting, or applying
our skills to a service project. This month, I encourage each of you to think about how your vocation can
align with our district’s efforts to serve others. Perhaps there’s a new idea or partnership just waiting to
be explored!

As we enter the second half of our Rotary year, I am deeply inspired by the momentum we’ve built
together. From impactful projects to great participation in district events, your commitment to “Celebrate
the Magic of Rotary” is evident in everything we’ve accomplished so far. Let’s carry this energy into the
months ahead, ensuring that we finish this Rotary year stronger than ever.

In January, let’s also resolve to reconnect with one another. Consider attending an upcoming club
meeting outside of your own, or reach out to a fellow Rotarian you haven’t seen in a while. These small
gestures of fellowship strengthen the fabric of our district and remind us of the power of our collective
network.

Thank you for your dedication to Rotary and to the betterment of our communities. Together, we have
the tools, the drive, and the vision to make 2025 a year of incredible service and success.

In Rotary Spirit,

Zachary Covington
District Governor

Dates to Remember - Jan & Feb 2025
January - Vocational Service Month

Happy New Year!!

1/20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1/20 - Inauguration Day

February - Peacebuilding & Conflict Prevention Month
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9-13 - International Assembly
17 - President's Day

23 - Rotary International's Birthday

District Governor Nominations

Call for Nominations for District 7280
District Governor Nominee 2025-26

To: District 7280 Membership
From: Zachary Covington, District Governor
RE: District Governor Nominee 2025-2026

All District 7280 clubs are invited to submit District Governor Nominee nominations for the 2025 – 2026
Rotary year. The information submitted shall be in the form of a resolution, adopted at a regular meeting
of the club. The named candidate must be nominated and approved by a majority of the club members.
The resolution shall be certified by the club secretary. A club may suggest a candidate who is a member
of another club, so long as the suggesting club first obtains the concurrence of the candidate’s club.

Candidates are required to have been a member in good standing for at least seven years and have
served a full year as club president. The candidates must agree in writing to have their name submitted.

The club resolution and candidate acceptance letter need to be submitted together and mailed via US Mail
to District Governor Zachary Covington, PO Box 580, Clarion, PA 16214 or emailed to District Governor
Zachary Covington at zc7280@gmail.com.

In accordance with the District and Rotary International By-Laws, ONLY club-suggested candidates are
eligible to challenge the Nominating Committee’s Decision.
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DISASTERS DON'T WAIT - ShelterBox January News



Disasters Don’t Wait

After a dramatic week across the world, we’re reminded that disasters don’t wait, even at Christmas. With
so much going on, here’s a brief update on how we are responding to global disasters thanks to your
club's ongoing support.

Vanuatu Earthquake
A 7.3 magnitude earthquake has struck Vanuatu, causing significant damage and injuries.
Communication lines are down, and aftershocks continue to challenge relief efforts. The Australian
government has offered assistance and we are working to understand what more might be needed. We
have worked with communities in Vanuatu many times before, including after Cyclone Harold in 2020.

Cyclone Chido
A tropical cyclone made landfall across several countries in southeast Africa over the weekend.
Headlines have focused on the French Island of Mayotte, but Mozambique was also hit hard by the storm.
Destructive winds of up to 135mph and heavy rain have affected over 170,000 people.
We will be responding in Mozambique, carrying out needs assessments through our partner CARE
Mozambique. We are likely to support people with thermal blankets, sleeping mats, kitchen sets, woven
bags, mosquito nets and solar lights.

Syria
There is still a large amount of uncertainty for the Syrian people following the fall of the Assad regime.
We expect our distributions with Bahar Organization to continue soon. And in the northwest of Syria, our
winter aid distributions with ReliefAid have now resumed after a brief pause.

While disasters don’t wait, neither do we. Thanks to your club's support, we will keep providing the
essential aid people need this winter. Everyone deserves a safe place to call home.

Thank you so much for your continued support. You can still become a ShelterBox Bronze or Silver Hero
by sending a check for $1000 or $3000 made out to ShelterBox USA, to David Sturrock, 7954 Franklin



Rd, Evans City, PA. If you note your district and club on the memo line, I’ll ensure that it gets credited
correctly. Personal or company donations will also contribute to your club hero award if you follow the
same instructions.

As always, contact us if you would like us to appear in-person or virtually at a club meeting or event. We
hope to see you soon! And if you know anyone who would consider working with us as an ambassador
(particularly northern D7280 or eastern D7305) please contact us.

ShelterBox District 7305 and 7280 Ambassadors
Dave & Melanie Sturrock,
724-991-4750, dtsturrock@gmail.com
https://www.shelterboxusa.org/

Grove City Interact Helps Raise Funds for Community Food
Pantry

The Grove City Interact club, along with the Grove City High School student council, hosted the school's
annual benefit concert to help feed the hungry this holiday. The price of admission was one food or
monetary donation, which went to Grove City Community Food Pantry, Interact adviser Karyn Senita said.
“We try to do as much as we can to support things right here in our local community,” she said. “We’ve
worked to do things for the library, for the food pantry, women’s shelters, things like that so we can keep
our funds local. Our students have really looked outside of themselves in how they can benefit others.
She said the concert featured Hat Trick, a band made up of Grove City students, and Treebeard Brown, a
well-known, local adult band whose members’ day jobs are as schoolteachers.
In addition to the performance, Senita said the student council and Interact also organized a raffle basket
and a food table that contained refreshments, cookies, dips, hors d’oeuvres and hot chocolate.
She credited Interact President Elle Myford and student council President Thomas Hicks, also a member of
Interact, for the work they put into organizing the event.

SRU Rotaract Partners with SRU Basketball Club
SRU Rotaract recently partnered with the SRU Basketball Club and did a fundraiser. The event involved
putting together a 3v3 basketball tournament that is going to help the SRU Basketball Club financially as

well as another group in the community. The picture highlights a few of the members. Starting on the left
James Blauser, Alaina Pegano, Krislyn Green (President), Noah Warren (Vice President), Rylan Strauser

(Secretary), and Alyssa Wolf.

mailto:dtsturrock@gmail.com


New Castle Interact Club Has GROWN! and Has Done Amazing
Work

The Neshannock High School Rotary Interact students have been very busy since school started.
We are associated with New Castle Club #89

We started with 10 students this year and have already grown to 24. Word spreads fast that we are a
service group and that we have superb mentors in the Club #89.

Blanket drive - 250 collected for United Way and local Nursing homes



United Way Day of Caring 2024

Rotary lunch with WWII Veteran

US Air Force Leadership Day



Dallas Cowboys character Playbook Series -Salute to Service live presentation with learning support
students

SOctober collection. Collected 1300 pair new socks for local agencies and district families

Veteran flag removal at local cemetaries



Salvation Army Red Kettle bell ringing

Hermitage Partners with Local Salvation Army

Hermitage Rotary Club has a long history
of partnering with the local Salvation
Army. This holiday season, club members
helped families shop for warm winter
coats, boots, and accessories as part of
our district grant.

Plus, we did a day of bell ringing for the
Red Kettle Drive and helped sort toys for
the Angel Tree program.

We are honored to have two of our club
members also serve on the Salvation
Army Board.

Here’s to a warm and blessed winter
season to the Shenango Valley.

Portersville Prospect Luminary Displays



The Rotary club of Portersville Prospect had a very busy December. We started with our Luminary`s. We
put 300 out in Prospect and 300 in Portersville every year. We get together and put a block of wood to
hold the candle, then the candle in a white bag. Then on Christmas Eve we put them out and light them.

Bradford Participates in Operation Warm

More than 156 children in the Bradford Area School District, in local Head Start classrooms and through
CARE for Children's Early Intervention program, received brand-new coats from the Rotary Club of

Bradford. The project was supported by proceeds from the annual Rotary Golf Tournament, the Blaisdell
Foundation and a matching grant from Rotary District 7280.

Cranberry Twp. - Sunrise Spreads Smiles at Santa Event
Some highlights, including many ear-to-ear smiles from Sensory Santa. The Rotary Club of Cranberry

Township - Sunrise, in conjunction with Cranberry Township and InToto Community Resource, turned a
cold day into a heartwarming special event for many community families. Special thanks to Millie's for the

sweet treats!



Cranberry Twp Sunrise Students of the Month
Congratulations to the Rotary Student of the Month for November (Reagan Carrico) and December

(Kingston Obey).
The Sunrise Rotary Club has been honoring the Student of the Month since 2008.

The Student of the Month program recognizes exemplary students who demonstrate kindness, respect,
support of their fellow students, and commitment to their school.

Congratulations to Reagan and Kingston for being recognized as an exemplary student and classmate.

Rich-Mar 2024 Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign
In partnership with North Hills Community Outreach, Rich Mar Rotary continued its long tradition of

ringing bells for an entire day outside the Gibsonia Walmart. Overall, fifteen volunteers (including Rich
Mar Rotarians, Rich Mar Rotary Satellite Club, as well as friends and family of Rotary) rang the bells in

two-hour shifts from 10:00 am until 8:00 pm. Although the real feel like temperature likely never made it
past 20 degrees, you could feel the warmth of the Gibsonia community as they filled five kettles

supporting those in need within the North Hills. For those of you who volunteered, thank you! For those
who couldn’t make it this year, we hope you will consider helping next year!



Rich-Mar Satellite Club Collects Food for North Hills Cares
Satellite Club members collected food in several neighborhoods as well as with Wabtec Corporation and

Mike’s Beer Bar/North Shore Tavern. The food is for North Hills Cares and was delivered on Friday
December 6th for their Community of Music fundraiser. It was be arrayed around Santa’s Sleigh at The

Block at Northway, hopefully to encourage others to donate food for their cause as well.

New Castle & Apple Dumplings....
Lockley school students in Dr. Bucci's 2nd grade class were presented with an opportunity to study the

book Andy and Elmer's Great Apple Dumpling Adventure.

Andy and Elmer's Apple Dumpling Adventure is a children’s book that was written by a Rotarian. It starts
out as a simple baking project that quickly turns into a major business adventure for Andy. Andy learns
the value of truthfulness, fairness, goodwill and partnerships that benefit everyone involved. The book

brings out the Rotary values in a fun way for children.

The second-grade classroom teacher with the help of 2 student teachers from Slippery Rock University
read the book to the students twice and discussed the values that the book outlines. They did an art

project based on the book. They made a poster of an apple tree with "good Apple" traits written on each
apple on the tree. They then set up a store where some of the students sold the apple dumplings, apple

sauce, apple lollipops and apple juice to the students. Each child was given paper money and had to
determine which items in what quantity they wanted to buy. This brought in math and some basic

economics. After the sale, the vendors then had to pay the orchard owner, the truck driver and the baker,
bringing in some business education.

This was a student/parent activity. Parents assisted the students in determining their purchases. The
school secretary baked the apple dumplings and everyone was able to share in this delicious treat!!!

Rotarians also enjoyed attending the event.

New Castle Remembers Members with Peace Pole
New Castle Rotary Club members planted a tree and erected a peace pole in memory of club members
who have passed away. The New Castle group was the 89th club established and has been active since
1913. The New Castle Rotary Club is recognized as a Peacebuilder club.

New Castle Rotary members Barb Bernardi, Heather Armstrong, Rocco Favorite and Kathy Graziani stand
near the recently erected peace tree and pole.

https://northhillscares.com/
https://northhillscares.com/com24/


New Castle Provides City Rescue Mission Thanksgiving Meal
Boxes

New Castle Club members enjoyed helping the City Rescue Mission sort donations of food and assemble
Thanksgiving meal boxes.



New Castle Club Holiday Dinner
The New Castle club held a holiday dinner at the Confluence in downtown New Castle.

Club and family members enjoyed great food and fellowship.

Christmas Surprise for Mount Jewett Club
The Mount Jewett Rotary Club meets at the Barrel House Restaurant every Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. At
our last meeting before our two-week Christmas and New Year’s break, one of our regular waitresses
(Pam) surprised us as our tables were fully decorated with Christmas plates, napkins, tablecloths and
decorations. In addition, she and her young son Montana made a large variety of Christmas cookies for
our dessert. She even had holiday take-home bags for the left-over cookies. Thank you, Pam and
Montana, for making our meeting extra special.

Pictured: Pam (waitress) along with Rotarian Jeff Swanson and President Deb Myers

Butler AM 9th Annual "Carved in Ice"



Grove City Fundraiser - BINGO!



A Night at the Races - February 2025

Smethport Designer Purse Bingo



CONTACT FOR TICKETS:
Troy Herzog

505 W. Main St.
Smethport, PA 16749

814-558-6113

troyherzog@hotmail.com

mailto:troyherzog@hotmail.com

